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Dear Siblings in Christ, 

It is SUMMER! Well, meteorological summer at least. Summer breaks 

from school are here for some--and coming soon for others. Around this 

time each year I say a prayer for church workers and volunteers as well, 

as often summer is even busier than the rest of the year, as it brings    

additional planning especially for youth activities.  

 
This summer at Crossroads, we have Crossroads' Summer Camp Smash 

for preschoolers at King's Kids Preschool, campers going to Wapo and Ox 

Lake, Summer Stretch for 6th—12th graders (August 6th-8th) , and        

Vacation Bible School for preschool—5th grade at Abiding Savior (August 5th—9th).  

 
The summer months also bring annual traditions. We will have S'more Worship around the campfire on  

Tuesday, June25th; Wednesday, July 24th, and Wednesday, August 7th. Lutheran Night at the Twins will take 

place on August 12th. The Jumbo Sale at Cross of Glory will take place on August 8th (9am—7pm), 9th 

(9am—5pm), and 10th (9am—noon). Make sure to bring your donations for the Jumbo Sale to Cross of Glory 

on Connection evenings: Tuesdays June 18th—July 30th from 5:30pm—7:30pm.  

 
The goodness that the Connection Groups showed us throughout Lent continues: the weekly Monday   

morning Bible Study at 8am at Atonement continues, as does the Bible Junk Journaling on Thursdays at 

4:30pm. For summer, we are getting some short-term Connection Groups going, including a food truck     

meet-up and a stroll in the park group. Watch the weekly announcements to see dates and times. If you're 

interested in starting or leading a connection group, contact the church office. Speaking of connection,      

outside of church, some students (and adults and staff...) have special events in the summer to invite you to: 

county fairs, plays, soccer matches, baseball games, concerts, and such. If you have an event you'd like to   

invite others to attend, list it on the bulletin board sign up in either narthex.  

 

Continued on next page... 

 

Cristo Rey 
At Atonement 

763-225-7079 



          June  

Sundays, June 2, 9, 16, 23, 30  
Worship at Cross of Glory at 9:30am  
 

 

 

 

 

           July  

Sundays, July 7, 14, 21, 28 
Worship at Atonement at 9:30am 

Summer also brings travel, camping, and cabin time for many, so we shift our Crossroads worship to being at 

one location each Sunday at 9:30am, evenly split between Cross of Glory (May 26th—June 30th) and     

Atonement (July 7th—August 18th) with Worship at Silver View Park on August 25th at 9:30am with musi-

cal guest Rachel Kurtz. No matter where we are this summer, hopefully we take some time for sabbath rest 

as well. Even though we each experience life differently in this season, we are reminded of the hymn "We are 

all one in Christ," which tells us:  

"We are all one in Christ, we are one body, all one people out of many. There is one God, and only one Lord; 

there is one faith, one holy love. There is one baptism; there is one Spirit, who is God the comforter." 

 
Wherever we go this summer, we are reminded that God is indeed with us: comforting us no matter what 

our circumstances. May we bless each other in Jesus' name--this summer and always. 

 
Peace in Christ, 
Pastor Cassie 

Crossroads Weekly   
Summer Camp Smash  

 
There’s still time to register for our summer camp 

being held at Atonement Lutheran Church from June 

10th – August 16th.  

Register for one or all 9 weeks with fun weekly 

themes.  

Ages 33 months – 5 years of age, whole day or        

half-day.  

Free Community VBS:  
Vacation Bible School  

 
August 5th - 9th at Abiding Savior 9am - 12pm. 

Free community program. Register at:  

https://abidingsavior.org/OutreachPro/register-for-

vbs-2024/  

Children 3 years old (by 9/1/24) and potty-trained 

through those entering 5th grade.  

August 

Sundays, August 4, 11, 18 
Worship at Atonement at 9:30am 

Sunday, August 25 
Worship at Silver View Park in Mounds 
View 

September 

Sunday, September 1 
Worship at Cross of Glory at 9:30am  



From Cross of  Glory Council President  
 

What does God have planned for Cross of Glory? The plan… trust me. 
By Matthew Verkuilen, Cross of Glory Council President 

 
It’s an age-old struggle as human beings to want to know everything, to plan for everything, even to           
anticipate every aspect of our life so that we are not surprised… so that everything works according to 
plan.  But then there are those times, where even biblically God has said, “Let me take care of this, have 
faith.” 
 
Over the last 20+ years of being a member of Cross of Glory we have seen this time and time again. Things 
will get rough, and then resolve, then get rough again, and then resolve again making us stronger and  
providing us with opportunities that we would not have normally planned for. So, while some tend to focus 
on the budget and worry about what the future holds financially, I’d like to take a moment to flip this optic 
and show legitimately how God has worked through us  to make an impact and to provide where needed. Do 
we need to make smart financial decisions… absolutely.  Do we need to over-concern ourselves to the point 
that it gets in the way of our mission… absolutely NOT. 
 
Over the course of the last year, we have made significant improvements to our property, thanks to the   
generosity of a donation specifically earmarked for property improvements.  This donation allows us to offset 
expenses to enhance and maintain our property that would normally come from our general fund. 
 
We continue to be blessed with partnerships that increase the usage of our building and support our greater 
mission of “Connecting people to Jesus Christ and to each other” and our newly approved welcoming      
statement reinforcing that all are welcome here. Some of these partnerships include ministry partners that 
rent our space, such as New Birth Seventh Day Adventist Family Worship Center who have been with us for 
quite a while and also the Filipino-American Christian Church who is new to our space. We also host various 
scouting troops and provide space for recitals and other events. We are truly blessed to be able to provide 
space for this. 
 
We were able to welcome our new ministry partner Cristo Rey into our Crossroads Parish this year. While 
Cristo Rey primarily holds their services at Atonement, their impact on our parish can be felt across both the 
Atonement and Cross of Glory churches and we are so happy to have them as part of the Crossroads Parish! 
 
When COVID forced a shutdown of normal operations, we quickly pivoted to an online presence to ensure 
that our members and community were still able to feel connected with our worship and connected to our 
church. In the last year, we have had over 1,600 views of our live streams from not just members of our local 
community but from people across our country. For some, this is their only connection back to our church, 
for others, it’s a way to stay connected while traveling, working, or maybe even feeling under the weather. 
 
Which brings me to the next piece of recognizing what God has provided. We have a building. And not just 
any building, but one that is utilized in many ways and more than just for our services. As such, it’s our duty 
to ensure that we are using the building in the most efficient ways possible. Over the next several months, 
you may see some changes to how rooms are used, and it may seem different than the plan that has been in 
place for the last 20+ years… and that’s OK. I’ll say that again… IT”S ALL OK.  Care is being taken to  
thoughtfully plan out these changes, to make our building hospitable and welcoming to all who enter our 
church. Whether they are coming to worship, or be part of community events. It is our duty to be welcoming 
and our building should reflect that.  More on this to come in the following weeks. 



In closing, God has a plan. We may not know the plan, but there is definitely a plan. And sometimes a little 
faith goes a long way.  As we move into the summer, may we keep the faith - our story isn’t even close to    
being done yet. 
 
—------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
THANK YOU to those that have returned their estimates of giving for this 
year!  Your financial support of our parish helps to ensure that we can continue 
with our mission and various programs and these estimates help us greatly in 
our planning. 
 
Atonement Estimates of Giving: 
30 forms received out of 52 families - Total Pledged: $129,470 
 
Cross of Glory Estimates of Giving: 
27 forms received out of 61 families - Total pledged: $78,745 
 

If you have not already returned your Estimate of Giving form and would still like to, we would gladly accept it 
at either of our church offices or by placing it in a sealed envelope labeled “Estimate of Giving” and placed in 
the offering baskets. Again, thank you for your support! 
 
 

Jumbo Sale 

The Jumbo Sale collection dates are Tuesdays, beginning June 19 through 
July 30 from 5:30—7:30pm. Everyone is welcome to help take in and/or 
sort items as they come in.  

The dates of the Jumbo Sale are Thursday, August 8, 9am—7pm; Friday, 
August 9, 9am—5pm and Saturday, August 10, 9am—Noon.  

There is a Pre-Sale for Members of Atonement, Cross of Glory and Cristo Rey Wednesday, August 7,       
5:00—6:30pm. S’more Worship will follow at 6:30pm outside by the firepit. Join us for a fun night shopping 
and worshiping by the campfire!   

 
 

Prayer Shawls Plus 

   

 

The Prayer Shawls group will have their June meeting on June 12.  

We will not be meeting in July or August and will resume on September 4.  

Anyone is welcome to join us! 



Faith and a Pint  
Monthly Fellowship Group 

 
Join Deacon Brad and others for Faith and a Pint—a 

monthly Fellowship Group—all are invited!  

When:  June 28 @ at 6:30pm  

Where:  Torg Brewery in Spring Lake Park - 8421      

University Ave NE, Spring Lake Park, MN 55432 

Who:  All ages welcome!  Blue Sun Soda and other   

non-alcoholic options served. 

What:  A social get together with folks from 

church!  Come talk about faith, the world, and your life 

while sipping a craft brew with your friends. 

   Cost:  Bring a few bucks and check out their tap 

   selection at https://www.torgbrewery.com/ 

 

                       ABCD 
Atonement Book Club Daytime 

 

The Atonement Book Club Daytime book discussion group will be held in the 

Fellowship Hall at Atonement on Monday, June 3 at 1:00pm. We will discuss 

Icy Sparks by Gwyn Hyman Rubio. On September 9th (2nd Monday) we will 

discuss The Museum of Ordinary People by Mike Gayle. People from 

both Atonement and Cross of Glory are welcome. You can attend all of the   

discussions or only those that interest you. Please bring a mask and your own 

beverage. 

Cross of Glory has had two fun, community outreach Bingo nights this year and have made a profit of close 

to $1,000! Simple concessions are also sold. Each church is allowed to have up to four Bingo nights per year 

so look forward to more Bingo at Cross of Glory!  

 
Atonement is looking for a volunteer who would like to help lead and organize Bingo up to four times per 

year at Atonement. Please let the office know if you can help.    

https://www.torgbrewery.com/


Jun 1      Marilyn Goldsworthy 

Jun 3      Arlene Drier 

Jun 3      Brent Kosloski 

Jun 4      George Emerson 

Jun 5      Lovera Olson 

Jun 5      Tom & Becky Redding (1982) 

Jun 7      Jim Benson 

Jun 9      Jeff & Shelley Kinsel (1984) 

Jun 10    Elijah Nault 

Jun 11    Carol Uecker 

Jun 11    Scott & Betsy Carlson (1983) 

Jun 15    Leo Schwendemann 

Jun 15    John Thompson 

Jun 15    Wayne & Pat Haselhorst (1968) 

Jun 16    Patricia Thorsbakken 

Jun 18    Robert & Lorna Schultz (1961) 

Jun 18    Bob & Paula Reed (1977) 

Jun 19    Nate Houfek 

Jun 19    Laurel Nelson 

Jun 21    Hannah Schneider 

Jun 21    Stephanie Thomalla 

Jun 22    Todd & Alisa Haselhorst (2013) 

Jun 23    Paul Hanson & Karen Christenson (2018) 

Jun 24    Jon & Marie Thomalla (2006) 

Jun 25    Dale & Carol Tilden (1967) 

Jun 26    Jim & Laurel Nelson (1971) 

Jun 27    Elaine Eystad 

Jun 28    Marilyn Nelson 

Jun 28    Dave & Bev Knapp (1975) 

Jun 29    Manny Karmue 

Jun 30    Mike Ochu 

 

Crossroads Birthdays & Anniversaries 

In Our Prayers 

† Brenda Gruber, friend of Paula Reed 

† Gene Foust, brother-in-law of Bernie & Gwen Lentsch 

† Mary Billington as she recovers from surgery 

† Prayers for Cristo Rey as they settle into their new space and for our continued partnership with them.  

† Prayers for Mary Billington as she recovers from surgery.  

† Ginger Lunde, Ryan Lunde’s father 

† Prayers of thanksgiving for overwhelming support of our constitutional vote.  

† Prayers for all who suffer from addiction. 

† Please keep Carol Hoiby and Chris Paradise’s daughters Alyssa and Lindsey in your prayers as they mourn 
their loss of family members. 

† Prayers for all police officers/first responders and their families.  

† Tammy Clausen, a friend of Shari Waddell  

† Pray for the family of Officer Jamal Mitchell who was killed recently in the line of duty in Minnesota. 



 
 

 

Thanks & Joy—Atonement & Cross of  Glory 

 Thank you to Jon & Marie Thomalla, Deacon Brad and Matt Verkuilen for researching the Bingo idea. And 
thank you to everyone who has helped with Bingo Night! 

 Thanks to Dave Knapp and Kevin Gaylor who have been on top of coordinating and helping with property 
issues at Atonement and Cross of Glory.  

 Thank you for the many years of service, music and friendship that Shannon Rosas gave to Atonement 
and to Crossroads Parish! 

  And thank you everyone for all you do for Atonement and Cross of Glory every day! 

A Note From Shannon Rosas 
 
Thank you to everyone at Atonement for all of your love, support, and music-making. I've been struggling to 
put into words what to say, because nothing seems like enough - and if you know me well, you know I'd    
rather sing publicly than speak publicly. This community has seen me through a lot - an engagement, a    
marriage, the birth of both of my children, a divorce, and a rearrangement of a life thereafter. You've 
worked with me to allow me to adjust my paid hours to be more when needed, and then less when needed. 
You've offered your support. My daughters have felt as at-home at Atonement as I have. It is so evident how 
much you all care for them. Thank you. 
 
And then there's the music. Hours and hours, sometimes even within the same week, have been shared with 
me during rehearsal. If you weren't part of the Choir or Worship Team, you still spent hours and hours      
listening and encouraging. When you could have been anywhere else, doing anything else, you chose to be 
at church, what a marvelous thing. 
 
I'll continue to celebrate all of you and the role you've had in our lives. Thank you for how encouraging 
you've all been as I make this transition, and for all of your kind words and notes.  
 
Keep singing! Love, Shannon. 



Reconciling in Christ Community 

Thanks to our congregations for supporting and voting to 

add a Welcome Statement to our Constitutions; we have 

now become officially designated as a Reconciling in 

Christ community. Anyone searching for a church       

community where they know they will be fully welcomed 

and accepted can locate one through the                       

ReconcilingWorks website. (reconcilingworks.org) Their 

Vision, Mission & Values Statements are: 

Vision:  To keep expanding the welcome, liberating those 

who are forced to live in the margins. To keep                

dismantling barriers and building bridges. To keep     

working until all of God's beloved have equity.  

Mission:  ReconcilingWorks advocates for the acceptance, full participation, and liberation of all sexual      

orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions within the Lutheran Church.  

Values:   We believe that God values and embraces each person as a beloved child, that the Spirit gives a   

diversity of gifts for the common good, and that Jesus Christ calls us to work for justice.  

 

Lutheran Night  
With the Twins 

 
Sign up to attend Lutheran Night With the Twins on 

Monday, August 12. Game time is 6:40pm; MN Twins 

vs. the Kansas City Royals. Tickets are $30 each.     

Indicate if you need a ride or can help with driving. 

Let’s go TWINS!! 

June is Pride Month 

Join us Wednesday, June 5th from 4:00—5:00pm 

at either Cross of Glory or Atonement and get a 

free pop-ice freeze in a rainbow of colors to       

celebrate pride month in June.  

If you would like to volunteer to help hand these 

out to the neighborhood let us know or just stop 

by and help!  

Congratulations Graduates! 

Congratulations to all of the graduates in June.    

Crossroads celebrates Payge Saunders as she         

graduates from Blaine High School. Payge plans to 

attend community college for general classes as she 

decides on her career path.   

Congratulations Payge! 



 Sunday, June 2 Sunday, June 23 

9:30 at Cross of Glory 9:30 at Cross of Glory  

Worship Assistant TBD TBD 

Lector Shari Waddell Jaime Verkuilen 

Ushers/Acolyte Jeff Olson Linda Radtke 

Greeter Linda Thorson Annette Steichen 

Bread Baker No Communion Shelly Markham 

Comm Setup No Communion Linda Radtke 

Comm Servers No Communion Jaime Verkuilen, Gwen Lentsch 

Counters COG: Roger Steen, TBD 
ALC: Tony Houfek, Sally Kline 

COG:  Jason Emerson; Bob Reed 
ALC: Tony Houfek, Royce King  

COG Closer TBD TBD 

 Sunday, June 9 Sunday, June 30 

9:30 at Cross of Glory   9:30 at Cross of Glory 

Worship Assistant TBD TBD 

Lector Kolleen Olsen Gretchen Davis 

Ushers/Acolyte Linda Thorson Leslie Bjork 

Greeter Paula Reed Jeanne Boyle 

Bread Baker Shelly Markham No Communion 

Comm Setup Roberta Olson No Communion 

Comm Servers  Leslie Bjork, Gretchen Davis No Communion 

Counters COG: Roger Steen, Gretchen Davis 
ALC: Gwen Blomseth, Bruce Jahnke   

COG:  Roger Steen; Bob Reed 
ALC:  Gwen Blomseth, Sally Kline   

COG Closer TBD TBD 

 Sunday, June 16  

9:30  

Worship Assistant TBD 

Lector Monika Cook 

Ushers/Acolyte Paula Reed 

Greeter Linda Radtke 

Bread Baker No Communion 

Comm Setup No Communion 

Comm Servers No Communion 

Counters COG: Gretchen Davis; Jason Emerson 
ALC: Bruce Jahnke, Sally Kline   

COG Closer TBD 

Thank you to all the volunteers! If you are 
unable to serve when scheduled, please find a 
replacement and let the office know.  
 
If you would like to help during Sunday morning 
worship and are not on the schedule, contact 
the office. 

Atonement Prayer Ministers will be available following the 10:30 worship service on the second Sunday of each month for those 
requesting intercessory prayers for themselves or others. Please contact Mary Billington if you are interested in serving as a 
prayer minister once a month.  



Cross of  Glory Council Minutes  
April 2024 

Welcome 
 Call to order 7:38 
 Roll call:  Present:  Cassie, Brad, Kolleen, Paula, Peg, Gretchen, Kevin, Jon, Matt 
 Absent: Claire Verkuilen, Karen Mills 
Review of actions approved since the last meeting: None 
Review of minutes and to-do’s from last meeting 
 Peg motioned to approve minutes as presented; Kevin seconded; all in favor; motion carried 
Current Action Item List (below) 
Team Reports 
 Property (Kevin) 
  3 diseased ash trees removed, one dying bush removed, one bush growing between the church and  
             neighbor’s lot removed 
 Kevin will put grass seed down.  Additional landscaping TBD. 
 Idea: install a fence to separate the church lot from the unfenced yard.  Motion to help the neighbor fund  
             the section of a chain link fence up to $2000 from the improvement fund.  Paula seconded; motion carried. 
 We have received grant money to purchase recycling bins. Kevin will place an order by May 15 
Constitution & ByLaws (Karen) - No update 
Worship & Music (Paula) 
 Summer schedule has been set 
 Cross of Glory:  Memorial weekend through first weekend in July 
 July 7 - end of August at Atonement 
 Picnic on August 25 
 Stockyard days and Festival in the Park parades - need volunteers to walk 
Marketing/Communications (Matt) 
 Focused on website 
Outreach (Brad/Peg) 
 Bingo 4/17 
Youth (Claire + Youth Representative) 

Bea Kaden has agreed to be a Youth Representative pending council approval.  Motion to  
appoint Bea for a one year term Kevin seconded.  Question:  what is the role of a youth  
representative?  Council member with vote; must be confirmed; appointed (not voted); one 
year term.  Also asking Stephanie.  Motion carried unanimously 

Financial (Jon/Gretchen) 
March:  short about -$241  (Expenses minus income) 
Actual vs year:  about -$6000 (Expenses minus income) 
Financial position:  $45k has been moved to money market account; earned about $120 in  
interest (interest goes to the general fund) 
Gretchen motioned:  Jonathan Thomalla (Treasurer) and Paula Reed (Council Member) should 
be made account signers and have full administrative rights to all financial accounts for Cross of  
Glory Lutheran Church, including, but not limited to US Bank and Wells Fago. All other past  
account signers shall be removed.  Peg Seconded; Motion carried unanimously  
Motion to add Paula as a card holder to the US Bank account from Peg, seconded by Kolleen,  
Motion carried unanimously. Additional card holders: Jon and Dawn 
A donor has offered to fund the purchase and installation of two projectors, mounted on the 
wall or ceiling.  Installation should be made such that the hardware is multi-user friendly and  

             can be used by other organizations that use our space. 
 Dawn’s new laptop and accessories are installed and in use. 



Old Business 
             Additional Income Ideas  
             Space Costs Updates vs. Rental Costs (Matt V) 

Potential new renter - September 2024 (preferred rent $700/month)  
Christian home school families.  One classroom (not dedicated to them), kitchen, fellowship 
hall.  Would need policy/process/insurance 
Review of New Birth rental agreement  
Current lease:  $600/month 
Matt is working on adjusting the lease number 
Matt:  reminder to talk to them about the carpet cleanin 
More discussion around swapping the nursery and library spaces? 
Classroom 1 (aka the Brick Room) - Sunday School office.  Storage.  Has a window in the door.   
If the library becomes the nursery   
The door will need to have a window 
Library books should be sorted/purged 
Artifacts need to need a new home 
Window installed into the sanctuary 
Library move to the Brick Room? 
Purge the noisy toys 
Kolleen and Peg will go through the library contents to determine what needs to be  
Kept (before the jumbo sale) 

New Business 
 Boy Scout Troop/Charter Organization Updates 
  Charter Org Documents  
  Discussion/Confirmation of roles 

Organizational Head - Cassie is listed.  Gretchen motions that Matt will continue as both 
roles on an interim basis, until a member from the congregation can take over the  
Chapter Representative role, at that point the Council president will be the  
Organizational Head, and the Chapter Rep will be appointed by the Organizational Head. 
Seconded by Paula.  Motion carried unanimously. 
Chapter Representative - Matt (took over from Rob) 
Ask Roger Steen and Jeff Kinsel directly, add to announcement to bulletin 
Matt has been trained as a Charter Organization Rep, and is meeting with the pack monthly.   
As the Charter Org, Cross of Glory is responsible to make sure they are in compliance with all 
the rules in the charter doc (attached).   

Affirmations 
 Thank you to Kevin, Tom, Denise, Gretchen, and Scott for tree removal 
 Thank you to Ron and Shelley for doing the behind-the-scenes work for holiday decorating at the church 
 Thank you to can recycling team 
 Thank you to Paula Reed, Stephanie, Brianna, Melanie, and Jon Thomalla for decorating the sanctuary for  
             Easter 
             Thank you to Jon Thomalla for all the work he does as our Treasurer 
             Thank you Jon Thomalla acquiring the AED for Cross of Glory 
             Thank you to Brad Mills, Dawn Saros-Kirk, and all the volunteers that made the first annual Easter Egg  
             hunt a raging success 
             Thank you to the Choir for all the beautiful music 
             Thank you to the AV team for their continued support streaming and making the technology work for us  
             to see and hear 
Adjournment 
 Lord’s Prayer; Adjourned at 9:25pm 



 

 



 

Monday—Friday 
Atonement Mornings until Noon 
Cross of Glory Afternoon until 5pm 
Due to appointments, things that come up or 
schedule changes, please call ahead to be sure 
someone will be at the church.  
 

Pastor Cassie Nault 
Cassie@Crossroads55112.org 
Cell:  612-910-2697  
Atonement: 651-633-2240 ext. 12  
Cross of Glory:  763-784-2528 
 
Deacon Brad Mills 
Brad@Crossroads55112.org 
Cell:  612-242-7250 
 
Pastora Ana Becerra 
Ana@CristoRey-ELCA.org 
Cell:  763-225-7079 
 

Office Administrator—Dawn Saros-Kirk 
Dawn@Crossroads55112.org 
Atonement: 651-633-2240 
Cross of Glory: 763-784-2528 
 
Treasurer—Jon Thomalla 
Treasurer@AtonementNB.org 
Treasurer@CrossOfGloryMV.org 
Cell:  763-238-8576 
 
King’s Kids Preschool 
651-633-2240 ext. 15 
preschool@atonementlutheran-nb.org 

 
Like Us on Facebook!   

Find us on our websites:   
Crossroads55112.org 

AtonementNB.org 
CrossOfGloryMV.org 

 
You are welcome to contact the church staff  
at either site, regardless of where you attend 
worship.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Please submit newsletter articles by the 
THIRD MONDAY  

of  the month. 

 

mailto:cassie@crossroads55112.org

